
Appropriations Committee
Friday, March 18, 2022

Senate Bill 111: AN ACT CONCERNING FUNDING FOR CHILD CARE PROGRAMS - Support

Senator Osten, Representative Walker, Senator Miner, Representative France, and members of  the Appropriations
Committee:

My name is Rhonda Knowles, I am a resident of  West Haven, and I have been a Home Based Early Educator for 32
years.  I am also a proud member of  CSEA SEIU Local 2001, a labor union representing over 23,000 state,
municipal, board of  education, active and retired, public and private sector workers, including thousands of  Homes
Based Childcare Providers.  I offer the following testimony in support of  Senate Bill 111: AN ACT
CONCERNING FUNDING FOR CHILD CARE PROGRAMS:

The childcare Industry is at a breaking point. To bring attention to this crisis, the childcare industry united across
the state by having a rally this week. All providers in the childcare industry were united in our message. I made a
poster for the occasion. My poster read. What would you do without childcare? I would ask this question to this
committee and our governor. Do you have the answer? Or a solution to that question?

Some say why don’t you just raise your fees to the parents. That isn’t an option. If  it were that simple we would have
done it already. We cannot ask parents to pay more. When the price of  gas, food, and rent costs are rising faster than
anyone thought. If  you want to grow this industry, we need to make a living wage that will keep the existing
providers from leaving the field altogether. This needs to be a job that is offering incentives, health care and a
starting salary that reflects the true value of  the work we do. Right now, providers are struggling to make ends meet.
They’re holding down two jobs or working second and third shifts in their homes.  I find saying that sentence very
disappointing and an insult to the providers that work an 80 hour work week.  We are the same essential workers
that also risked our health and safety because we were asked to.  Don’t call us essential then treat us like we’re
sacrificial.

In closing, I support Senate Bill 111 and I hope you do as well. Thank you for this opportunity to speak.

Rhonda Knowles
West Haven, CT


